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Recently, I participated in the 2015
DRII Conference in San Antonio,
where I had an opportunity to meet
other ACP members and a host of
other professionals. During this time, I
also participated in several sessions
that gave me a renewed look at our
profession. We spend a great deal of our time going
through the phases of the business continuity life cycle
with our departments by assisting them with the nurturing
and maturing of their plans, but less time educating
ourselves. The ability to make the connection with what
you do in your company and different/new technology
enhancements and seeing how you can refresh your
program is key to the continued growth and success of
your any BC/EM program and you as a professional. I
encourage each of you to continue supporting ACP by
attending the local chapter meeting where we continue to
work to bring more educational and networking
opportunities to our monthly meetings. Participate in the
ACP Webinar series that are available. There is also still
time to register for DRJ Spring World and Continuity
Insights! Among-st us, we have a host of professionals
with an extensive career as a business continuity
professional. Spare a few minutes to write a white paper
that may benefit the continued education of your peers.
There is so much we can do to leverage each other on this
educational journey.

 
I invite you to join us next week as we go through the
Lessons Learned of a Tabletop Exercise. This presentation
by Angela Mestre, Business Continuity Manager at Direct
Energy, will be an interactive session where we will learn
and share your knowledge with those in attendance.
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"The most serious failure of
leadership is the failure to

foresee."

- Robert Greenleaf

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001AhKqbVBCZfTWsynd_uuE5SiRoh6SaxMk-QvlKvNlCZujz53PPOs_DBsDUxQ2gojol_O3eSoXdJ4qTVeGYkvNG4rsrObzKA9N75OP6rT7Npc4W30Ppy40JjVduIxQ0_Zw
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Warmest Regards,

 
Alicia Henderson

 
Our national association of contingency planners (ACP) is
made up of people who work in the risk management,
business continuity, emergency management, and disaster
recovery professions. ACP provides a forum for members
to network with people in similar job roles across a wide
variety of for profit businesses, non-profits, government,
higher education, and NGO organizations. We offer
training and education at the national and local chapter
levels that our members find invaluable.

The dedicated men and women in our profession know
first-hand the value of working together for the greater
good. Interaction, collaboration and coordination are
integral parts of the work we do. Working together not only
helps us do our jobs, it helps us do our jobs better. All
ACP membership renewals are due January 2015.  If you
have not paid your 2015 dues, please take a few minutes
to submit your payment now.  Thank you.

Click here to enter
to the ACP International member page

and pay your dues!

Before Mount Everest was
discovered, what was the
highest mountain on Earth?

 
Think you know? Shoot me
your answers here!

Last Month's Teaser:
If you count from 1 to 100,
how many 7's will you pass
on the way?

 
**  20   **

Congratulations
Andy Howard

Dianna Peterson

 

  
Think you know? Shoot me
your answers here!
--------------------------------

Last Month's Phrase

mailto:ferval@gmail.com
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Interested in becoming a member of our board of
directors?

We are on the look out for an enthusiastic volunteer to join
our great team of board of directors.  If you want to make
a great contribution to this chapter and other professionals
in this field, make sure we here your voice.

Click here to communicate with our Chapter
President and to obtain further details.

Thank you!

Business disruption cyber attacks...
By 2018, 40% of large organizations will have formal plans
to address aggressive cyber-security business disruption
attacks, up from 0% in 2015, according to research firm
Gartner. Business disruption attacks require a higher
priority from chief information security officers (CISOs)
and business continuity management (BCM) leaders, the
Gartner said. Gartner said that the rise of ubiquitously
connected devices and the internet of things (IoT) has
expanded the attack surface, and commands increased
attention, larger budgets and deeper scrutiny by
management.  Read more here.

Improve Enterprises' Business...
Faced with a continuing deluge of data and new
applications and devices to manage, CIOs are under
pressure to deliver improved levels of IT performance,
better and faster business insights, and improved
customer and business user experiences. Resolving these
challenges is complex, but some of them can be
addressed by simply speeding up the data storage
process, and much of this can be done by migrating to
next-generation storage systems optimized for flash
memory.  Read more here.

**  Easy as Pie  **

Resource Links

Stay connected and keep in
touch with us!

    

 
ACP Sponsor opportunities
offer direct access to
dedicated professionals in
the Greater Houston area.
Become a Sponsor and utilize
this venue to spotlight your
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Next Meeting

 

The South Texas Chapter invites you to join us on
Tuesday, March 10th (meeting time and location

provided below) for a Lunch and Learn Session titled

"A Tabletop Exercise - Come Learn and Share Lessons
Learned"

lead by
Angela Mestre, Direct Energy, Business Continuity

Manager

The session will provide you with examples and lessons
learned of a tabletop exercise. How do you make your
tabletop exercise meaningful and productive? What is
most important to you when it comes to a tabletop
exercise? What is your biggest challenge/struggle that
you have when it comes to your tabletop exercise?

· Planning and scheduling
· Facilitation

· Communications
· Auditing/Observing
· Post-exercise review

RSVP by clicking on the link :
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acp-south-texas-lunch-

and-learn-session-a-table-top-exercise-tickets-
16037791466

You don't have time to stop for lunch? No worries, you
can purchase lunch when you register for a small fee of

$7.00

Location: Chase Bank Building - 5177 Richmond Ave
Houston, TX 77056

1st floor Meeting Room (located next to café)

organization.
 
Here are a few sponsorship
benefits:

Increase brand
recognition
Targeted audience and
decision makers
Actively support and
influence the
profession

If you would like more
information about  the
sponsorship contact our
Program Director or sign up
here!

Chapter Reports

  
Starting 
Balance             $ 5,499.21
 
Membership Revenue
                          $  1200.24
Meeting Revenue
                          $     62.00

 
Balance              $ 6,761.45

 

This chapter's active
members:   67

Notice we have not changed
our content in this area.  I'd
like to get your opinion on
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Meeting Time: 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
  

Previous Meeting

 

Thank you all who attended the ACP meeting. A special
thank you to our speaker Pansy Brown who gave an

interesting and very educational presentation that kept all
attendees intrigued and well informed.

When: March 22 - 25, 2015

Where:  Orlando, Florida

Click here for more information.

DRJ Spring World 2015 is filled with educational
opportunities for attendees of all experience levels.
Whether you're an experience BC professional or new to
BC, Spring World 2015 has you covered.

ACP March Webinar:
The Threats We Face

What type of disruption provides the greatest level of
concern for organizations? The BCI's Horizon Scan survey
has shown that for the last three years, IT/telecoms
outage, cyber attacks and data breach have consistently
been the top three threats and the latest edition of this
report was no difference except that the number one threat
has now changed. In this webinar, Andrew Scott and
Patrick Alcantara will go through some of the findings and

what facts we can add to this
section. Click here and send
me some suggestions or links
to consider and content to
share. Or just send me a
quick shout out to let me
know you actually read this
far down the newsletter. LOL.

Of companies that had a
major loss of computerized
records, 43% never reopen,
51% close within two years,
and only 6% will survive long-
term. (Cummings, Haag &
McCubbrey 2005.)

In the 1993 World Trade
Center bombing, 150
businesses out of 350
affected failed to survive the
event. Conversely, the firms
affected by the Sept 11
attacks with well-developed
and tested BCP manuals
were back in business within
days. (Howe School of
Technology Management
2004.)

In the case of fires, 44% of
businesses fail to reopen and
33% of these failed to survive
beyond 3 years. (IWS 2004.)

How do you do your
organization's Business
Impact Analysis?

Share your experience
by clicking here.

http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1109272178343&p=oi&id=preview
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answer any questions you may have.

When: March 26th 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Presenters:
Patrick Alcantara

Andrew Scott

Webinar registration can be completed here.

ACP April Webinar:
Active Shooter: How do
your people respond in

the workplace?
There have been four times more active shooters since
Sandy Hook than in the five years before. How will your
employees, contractors and visitors respond? This session
will give you insights on how you and your employees
should plan, train and exercise for this growing and
foreseeable emergency. We'll profile the likely perpetrator,
likely motives and then how you should plan and train your
employees to stay safe.

Learning Objectives:

What's the research on Active Shooters?
What's the profile of the perpetrator?
What is the Active Shooter Protocol being used by
your police department?
How should you plan for an Active Shooter in
yourworkplace?
How do you train for an Active Shooter in your
workplace?

When: April 7th 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CST)

Presenter:
Bo Mitchell

Register here!

13th Annual
Continuity Insights
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Management
Conference
When: April 20-22 2015

Where: Scottsdale, Arizona

Click here for more information.

The Continuity Insights Management Conference is the
premiere event for strategic business continuity
discussion, offering unmatched opportunities to learn from
and network with those responsible for the integrity,
availability, resilience and security of their organizations.

The conference comprises three days of comprehensive
educational programming, numerous networking
opportunities, a review of the latest technologies and
practices, additional certification and post-conference
workshops, and much more. It is truly the industry's
leading event for experienced business continuity
professionals.

Stay safe & alert, and until next time.

Sincerly,

ACP South Texas Chapter Board
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